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Abstract :The research is about using semantic mapping in teaching vocabulary 
through descriptive text to the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Negeri 02 
Sadaniang in academic years 2015 / 2016. The purpose of this study is to 
investigate the effectiveness of using semantic mapping to increase the students’ 
vocabulary achievemnt to the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 02 Sadaniang 
in academic years 2015 /2016. The method used in this research is pre-
experimental study. It used measurement technique and the type used is multiple 
choice and matching word which consist of 20 test items with two supported 
descriptive text. The population of this research is the eighth grade students of 
SMP Negeri 02 Sadaniang in academic years 2015/2016. They were 61 students. 
The sample of this research is 31 students from class VIII B. Based on the data 
analysis, the mean score of pre-test was 34.19. It was qualifying as very poor 
while the mean score of post-test was 63.06. It was qualifying average  to very 
good. The result conclude that using semantic mapping in teaching vocabulary 
through descriptive text is effective increase the students’ achievement of 
vocabulary.  
Key words :Semantic Mapping, Vocabulary, Achievement.  
Abstrak : Penelitian ini tentang penggunaan semantic mapping dalam mengajar 
kosakata melalui teks descriptive di kelas 8 siswa SMPN 02 Sadaniang tahun 
ajaran 2015 / 2016. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk meneliti keefektipan 
penggunaan semantic mapping dalam meningkatkan kosakata siswa kelas delapan 
SMPN 02 Sadaniang tahun ajaran 2015 / 2016.Metode yang di gunakan dalam 
penelitian ini adalah metode eksperimen.teknik penilaian dalam bentuk pilihan 
ganda dan mencocokkan kata yang berjumlah 20 soal disertai dua teks 
descriptive.Populasi penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas VIII SMPN 02 Sadaniang 
tahun ajaran 2015 / 2016.Mereka berjumlah 61 siswa. Sample penelitian ini 
adalah 31 siswa dari kelas VIII B. Berdasarkan data analisis, nilai rata - rata pre-
test adalah 34.19 dalam kualifikasi sangat rendah sedangkan nilai rata – rata post-
test adalah 63.06 dalamkualifikasisangatbagus. Hasilnya menyimpulkan bahwa 
penggunaan semantic mapping dalam mengajar kosakata melalui teks descriptive 
efektif meningkatkan kosakata siswa. 
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anguage is one of the most important things in communication and it is used 
as a tools of communication among the nations in all over the world. In 
addition, English plays an important role in all aspects of national relationship 
with other countries such as diplomatic, international commerce, social and 
cultural, including education. In educational setting for instance in Indonesia, 
English has an important role. English is considered as the first foreign language 
and taught formally from Elementary school up to the University level. English is 
included in the curriculum as a compulsory subject for the students of junior and 
senior high schools. Meanwhile for the Elementary school, English is included as 
an optional subject or local content for those that are capable and ready to conduct 
it.  
Based on the researcher’s experience when she taught  in the eighth grade 
students of SMPN 02 Sadaniang especially in the class that the researchers’ took 
as the experiment, the students still suffered a lack of vocabulary. Whenever the 
researcher spoke in English and asked students to mention vocabulary, they could 
not understand the meaning of words that the teacher said and most of them 
answered in Indonesian. According to Fauziati (2002) “ Vocabulary is a central of 
a language and of critical importance typical language leaners”.This implies that 
vocabulary components become important part in learning language. Students 
who are less in vocabulary would be difficult in understanding the text in reading, 
unable to communicate well in speaking and difficult to share their ideas in 
writing. Therefore, the students must have many vocabularies in learning English 
language.  
Based on the problem above, the writer chose semantic mapping as a 
technique in teaching English vocabularies. In teaching vocabulary using semantic 
mapping, the researcher assumed it could be productive and benefical to increase 
the students’ mastery of vocabulary easy way. The use of semantic mapping was 
expected to motivate the students to learn and make them not to get bored in 
English teaching learning process. It was considered from the point of view of 
comprehension and students would get constant exposure to how important 
concepts were expressed. This technique emphazied comprehension by using the 
connection among word inform of a map, the students easier remember word 
better as they see in a map, because semantic mapping was a good vocabulary 
presentation technique. Morin and Goeble (2000) cited in Sasan ( 2011 ) state that 
“ Semantic mapping as a strategy that helps the leaner recall words better”. It 
indicated that the students could undestand the concept based on the descriptive 
text. In this case, semantic mapping used for teaching vocabulary through a 
descriptive text.  
 “Semantic mapping is a visual strategy for vocabulary expansion and  
extension of knowledge by  displaying in categories words related  to one 
another" (Kholi, & Sharifafar, 2013). These almost graphic organizers are not pre-
made, but made by the students to help "web" out their ideas. Semantic maps go 
beyond just a graphic organizer. Their strength is  “an adaptation of concept 
definition mapping but it builds on students’ background knowledge or schema. 
While drawing on prior knowledge, it recognizes important components and 
shows the relationships among them" (Kholi, & Sharifafar, 2013). This building 
L
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on previous knowledge is extremely important for their development of 
vocabulary. 
It's been well documented by researches that “Instructional activities that 
allow for a visual display of words and promote students' comparing and 
contrasting of new words to known words can be a beneficial means for 
increasing their vocabulary knowledge" (Rupley, Logan, & Nichols, 1998).  
Here is an example of a map from the descriptive text the topic is My 
Hero.The words with Michael Jordan,personality, hobby, and body in  the map. 
It’s  was introduced by the teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Semantic mapping 1 : My Hero 
 
 
Mickael Jordan  
Personality  Hobby  Body  
Good  
Generous  
Confident  
Baseball  
Playing golf  
Cooking  Handsome  
Well built 
Tall  
My Hero 
Title : My hero 
Identification : Michael Jordan is a famous basketball player. Michael Jordan 
certainly looks like a star.   
Description : He is tall, well built and handsome. He is always well dressed.His 
personality is as good as his playing ability. He is confident. He is also generous. 
He gives a lot of money to charity. His hobby is playing golf, baseball, and 
cooking. He often cooks for his family.( Taken from Kumalarani :136) 
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Based on the curriculum, Junior high school have to learn descriptive text in the 
seventh and eight grade.Descriptive Text is a kind of text with a purpose to give 
information. The context of this kind of text is the description of particular thing, 
animal, person, or others, for instance: our  pets or a person we know well. The 
descriptive text is built from  two generic structures. Pardiyono (2007: 33) writes 
that descriptive text  begins  with the identification and description. 
- Identification : Identifies phenomenon to be described.  
- Description    : Describes parts, qualities, characteristics, etc. 
Descriptive often uses ‘be’ and ‘have’. Tense which is often used is 
Simple Present  Tense. However, some times it uses Past tense if the thing to be 
described doesn’t exist anymore. Significant Grammatical Features:  
Junior high school students especially the eighth grade learned about the 
description of things and animals, description of a person and desription of a 
particular place. The vocabulary often used in descriptive text are the words which 
are related to name of place( location, destinations,the functions the appearance 
and the evidence if needed). For  particular place, the words are used to describe 
the characteristic features of the subject.  By using descriptive text we can teach 
vocabulary. Because in descriptive text there are many words that include kind of 
basic word. Here an example of descriptive text.  
Based on the problem above, the researcher chose semantic mapping as a 
technique in teaching vocabulary. Because it’s important to increase the students’ 
ability in mastery of vocabulary. Teaching English vocabulary here means that the 
students identify and study words from the context on descriptive text. To make 
the greater ability of mastering vocabulary, the writer would like to use particular 
technique. In this case, the writer use semantic mapping technique. Semantic 
mapping activity are to master vocabulary and remember the word in a long mind 
or until go through high level.semantic mapping is use as a study skill strategy to 
guide the contents of text book material by individuals.Therefore, the researcher 
had investigated effective solution to increase students’ ability in mastery 
vocabulary by comparing between before and after using semantic mapping 
technique in teaching English vocabulary. The purpose of this research is To 
investigate whether or not the use of semantic mapping is effective in teaching 
vocabulary to the eighth grade students of SMPN 02 Sadaniang in academic year 
2015 /2016. 
 
 
Description of map from My Hero :  
1. The box with green color is the topic. That is taken based on the 
descriptive text of My Hero. 
2. The box with red color is the word that already introduce to the students. 
That is a key word that for makes students easily thinks as many words 
as they can that are related to the topic based on the text of My Hero. 
3. The box or symbol with purple, blue, orange color is the characteristic or 
description of word that is taken from the descriptive text of My Hero. 
This categories are makes by students. They are only to read the text for 
continue the map 
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METHOD OF RESEARCH  
a) Form of research  
Type of research used in this research was pre-experimental design because the 
researcher wanted to investigate the effectiveness of using semantic mapping in 
teaching vocabulary with comparing before and after using treatment. The form of 
the pre-experimental study which the writer applied could be seen below :             
( adapted from Cohen, 2005:212). 
Table 1 : The form of pre-experimental study 
Pre – Test      Treatment       Post-Test 
T1 X T2 
 
This design writes T1 X T2 which indicates a pre-test, treatment, and post-test. The 
purpose of T1 or pre-test is to know the students’ knowledge before treatment. X 
is treatment, in this point of view, means teaching learning process that use the 
material that is vocabulary use descriptive text through semantic mapping. After 
treatment, the researcher conducted on post-test which was indicated by T2, post-
test was administered to know the students’ achievement. 
b) Population and sample  
Population in this research was eight grade students of SMPN 02 Sadaniang. And 
the sample was 31 students from class VIII B.  
c) Technique and tools  
The writer employed measurement technique to measure the students’ ability by 
using semantic mapping. The writer measure the students’ achievement before 
and after treatment was given. In addition, the second test was post-test to analyze 
the effect of treatment to the students’ ability.  
The tools of data collecting in this research was written test. In this case the writer 
constructed 20 items. The test divided into two parts.First,multiple choices with 
10 questions based on descriptive text and  matching word with 10 questions. The 
answer choices for the matched test was available in box. The students had 
choosen which one the correct answer based on the text that they already read. 
The researcher measures the students’ achievement before and after the treatment 
is given. In scoring, the researcher gives 10 for correct answer and 0 for incorrect 
answer. Therefore, if the students answer all items correctly the score was 100.   
 
1. The students’ individual score of pre-test and post-test. 
S =  
 
 
 x 100 
2. The students mean score of pre-test and post-test  
 
 
X1 = ∑X1    X2 = ∑X2 
          N             N 
3. The students interval of score of pre-test and post-test  
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4. Analysis on the students’ significant difference of pre-test and post-test 
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5. The analysis of the effect of the treatment  
Formula  as follows : 
ES = t 
 
 
 
 
RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION  
The research findings are as follows : 
1) Mean score of pre – test  
The students’ mean score of pre – test was calculated by using these formula : 
 
X1=
∑  
 
   =  
1.060
31	
	=34.19 
( Based on Harris’ criteria, it was qualified “ very poor” ) 
 
2) Mean score of post – test 
 
X2 =
∑X2
 
= 
 .   
  
= 63.06 
( Based on Harris’ criteria, it was qualified “  Very good” ) 
3) The students interval of score of pre-test and pre-test  
D  = X 2 - X 1= 63.06 – 34.19 = 28.87 
4) The analysis of significance difference of pre-test and post-test 
  
     .  
 .   	
=  .    
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Related to the result of calculated the effect size above, the significant score 
is categorized as “moderate effect” with ES = 0.51 - 1.00. It means that using 
semantic mapping in teaching vocabulary through descriptive text has significant 
effect to increase students’ achievement with moderate effect level.  
The result showed that t-test was higher than t-table ( 5.47> 2.042 ). 
Therefore, Null Hypothesis ( Ho ) was rejected and alternative hypothesis ( Ha ) 
was accepted. It means that using semantic mapping in teaching vocabulary 
through descriptive text was effective. This technique was able to increase the 
students’ achievement.  
 
Discussion  
 Based on the result of data analysis, it can be conclude that using semantic 
mapping in teaching vocabulary through descriptive text to the eight grade 
students of SMPN 02 Sadaniang in Academic Years 2015 / 2016 was improved 
their achievement. It can be seen in result of data analysis of pre-test and post-test. 
Score of post-test higher than the score of pre-test. The students’ total score of 
pre-test was 1.060 with mean score was 34.19 Based on the Harris’ criteria it was 
classified as “very poor”. On the other hand, after giving the treatment, the total 
score of post-test was 1.955 with mean score was 63.06. It was classified as “very 
good”. Moreover the students’ interval score of pre-test and post-test was 28.87. It 
showed that there was different score of pre-test and post-test after treatment.  
The researcher has conducted the treatment to 31 students as the sample of 
research.In order made the treatment run systematically and smoothly, the 
researcher has prepared some lesson plans as the framework. The researcher has 
planned and used three lesson plans for treatment with the allocated time (2x40 
minutes) each meeting as state in the basic frame of the curriculum that a period is 
forty minutes for the Junior High School students. 
In the treatment, the researcher used semantic mapping as technique of 
teaching English integratedly to enrich the students’ vocabulary. The researcher 
expected that by using semantic mapping through descriptive text in treatment, the 
students’ could master vocabulary more easily.  
The first treatment, the researcher had found the problem that happened in 
the class. There were some students did not follow the activities. They were talked 
with their friends without paying attention to the researchers’ explanation. They 
were passive when the researcher ask about the lesson. Some students did not 
understand semantic mapping technique. Because the students did not read the 
text material which was connected with semantic mapping. The second treatment, 
the researcher  attract students’ attention by put the descriptive text in the 
blackboard with colour paper and gave each piece of paper of descriptive text to 
the students. It was made students easy to read the text material. So the researcher 
be more easy to explained the lesson with semantic mapping technique. The 
researcher showed the example of descriptive text informs of semantic mapping. 
Each words in map wrote by different colour and symbols. It made students feel 
interested. They was active and entusiastic to know more about what would be 
discussed. And of course, it made the researcher easy to guide the students to 
learn the lesson. 
The researcher believes that it happens because this technique had 
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stimulated students in learning appreciation. The researcher can see that the 
student was entusiastic, because they are learned by using unusual way when 
teaching learning process. When the researcher taught the students and showed a 
schema or map that used to represent words that has relationship among a word 
and arranged radially around central key topic or title. It also used of colours, 
symbols, pictures, and spatial skills. So that make student feel interested and 
really want to know about what would be discussed.  
In order to prove whether or not the different score significant, the 
researcher needed to campared the result of t-test with t-critical value. In this 
research, the t-critical value with the level of significance 0.05 and the degree of 
freedom ( df ) = N-1 ( 31-1 = 30 ) was 2.042. since the result of t-test was 5.47 
was bigger than t-critical value. It means that the students score of pre-test and 
post-test different significantly. In summary, the alternative hypothesis that said 
“Using semantic mapping in teaching vocabulary through descriptive text is 
effective”, it was accepted. 
As the conclusion, this research proved that Using semantic mapping as a 
technique can improve the ability in mastery vocabulary. Furthermore, this kind of 
technique have created as a good atmosphere in teaching learning process.  
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusions  
Referring to the research findings and analysis of the students test result, the 
following were the intended conclusions : (1). Using semantic mapping in 
teaching vocabulary through descriptive text can  increase the students’ 
achievement of vocabulary to the eight grade students of SMPN 02 Sadaniang in 
academic year 2015 / 2016. The students’ mean score of post-test was better than 
pre-test. The mean score of post-test was 63.06, while the mean score of pre-test 
was 34.19. The interval score between pre-test and post-test was 28.87. This mean 
that the students have made improvement from pre-test to post-test.The 
significance difference of this achievement can also be proved by t – test. The t – 
test was 5.47 higher than t – table 2.042. It means that using semantic mapping in 
teaching vocabulary through descriptive text was high according to formula used. 
(2). Based on the research finding, it can be conclude that using semantic mapping 
in teaching vocabulary through descriptive text to the eight grade students of 
SMPN 02 Sadaniang in academic year 2015 / 2016 was effective. That was based 
on the effect size analysis where the result was 0.93 ( ES = 0.51 – 100 ). This 
categorized as “ moderate effect “. 
 
Suggestions  
In this research the writer would like to gives some suggestions. First, he 
English teacher should make the teaching preparation well before teaching and 
learning activity. Second, the English teacher should find out the materials not just 
from the text book but the other references such as encyclopedia or the other one. 
Third, the English teacher should provide many technique in teaching especially 
in teaching vocabulary. The writer suggest to used semantic mapping to increase 
the students’ achievement of vocabulary. It can attract and motivate the students 
in learning English. It is interesting and the students will get information, 
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enjoyment motivation in memorizing the vocabulary in descriptive text. Fourth, 
The teacher should use this technique in order to help students improve their 
vocabulary. The students can see the connection among word inform of map that 
already given by the teacher. Fifth, the teacher should use this technique to attract 
the students’ attention and avoid them to get bored. The last, the English teacher 
should  make the evaluation appropriate with the question grille.  
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